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Program Note:

This piece is inspired by a chapter of the same name from Italo Calvino's 1979 novel, If on a
winter's night a traveler... The chapter is the first chapter from a fictional book embeded in the
novel entitled What story down there awaits its end? by the fictional author Anatoly Antolin
wherin an unnamed narrarator annihilates his own world through mental abstraction and
must make a literal leap of faith in order for his reality is to be restored.

This chapter is also the last of 10 different fictional books intersperced throughout the novel,
all of whose titles form the following sentence:

If on a winter's night a traveler, outside the town of Malbork, leaning from the steep slope
without fear of wind or vertigo, looks down in the gathering shadow in a network of lines that
enlace, in a network of lines that intersect, on the carpet of leaves illuminated by the moon
around an empty grave— What story down there awaits its end?



Instrumentation:

Flute (piccolo)
Oboe

Alto Saxophone
Horn

1 Percussionist (Snare Drum and Bass Drum)
Piano

Violin

Viola

Violincello
Contrabass
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